Dr. Richard “Rich” Isaacs: At your service! 




Dr. Isaacs’ credentials, as seen in his web homepage, are not just impressive but 
awesome in many respects. For one, he not only has a specialization in Head and Neck 
Oncologic Surgery but also has wide grasp and experience in other medical fields, such 
as cancer (facial skin cancer, jaw tumor, laryngeal cancer, paranasal sinus cancer and 
thyroid cancer, to name a few) and has been involved in innovative medical care utilizing 
robotics and computer technology. 

Such vast experience and expertise possessed by one physician should not come as a 
surprise from one who attended the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor as an 
undergraduate and finished with honors. Rich, for short, was born and raised in Detroit 
and took up his medical studies at Wayne State University School of Medicine in that 
city, graduating, as we would have expected, with honors. 

Rich joined Kaiser Permanente in 1995 and he has Advanced Certification in Head and 
Neck Oncologic Surgery. His specialties include orbital, nasal, and maxillofacial surgery, 
as well as thyroid and parathyroid surgery. Additionally, Rich is trained in Facial Plastic 
and Reconstructive surgery and is also highly involved in post-tumor facial reanimation 
and facial reconstruction surgery. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery as well as of the American College of Surgeons. 
Rich has also published many articles in various publications. 



Rich has a passion for teaching and has trained medical students, residents and fellows 
from the University of California, Davis, School of Medicine, Drexel University College 
of Medicine (Philadelphia), and Northstate University School of Medicine (Elk Grove) 
where he teaches as a Professor of Otolaryngology. Serving as a teacher-doctor could be 
considered one of the highest accomplishments any professional or any person can have, 
for that matter. Skills and knowledge can grow not just through study and research but 
through passing them on to more people who can practice them as well as improve them 
for more people to benefit from. 

As a Physician-In-Chief, Rich has proven his himself to be a good leader as well as a 
trusted practitioner. In April of 2005, He was appointed to the Physician-In-Chief 
position for the South Sacramento and Elk Grove Medical Facilities. He supervises 450 
physicians and more than 3,000 nurses and staff who care for the 210,000 Kaiser 
Permanente members in the South Sacramento and Elk Grove areas. Rich also serves as 
the Medical Director of operations, including all inpatient and outpatient departments. He 
also works as the Chief Medical Officer for the 290 bed Acute Care Hospital and ACS 
Level II Trauma Center. 

Does Rich still have time to do something else? 

We all know doctors are quite busy people but they do find time to enjoy life. Hence, as 
impressive as Rich’s credentials may appear, he does find time to be an active sportsman, 
being an Alpine Member at the National Ski Patrol. And while he is at that, he likewise 
provides comprehensive care to injured skiers at the Tahoe Donner Ski Resort. Now, that 
is impressive as well as admirable - having a great, exhilarating time and serving fellow 
sports-enthusiasts when they need medical care. 

What can we say but present to you Dr. Richard “Rich” Isaacs - at your service! He must 
enjoy what he is doing. 



